The Survival of a Niche
g Sporis Game Genre

& An Ouroboros of Thoroughbred Race Horse
Popularity ond Video Game Sales




Horse Racing 's Reputation

shutterst-,

ck’

“They'Vve been there"
r entire l1ives;,
i i iemer,
said Bill Zie
someone who frequented
ct
the now defun
thoroughbred raoetrack
in Arlington Heights,

1L

theil

o/ A Y 4

Now, though, in a baffling case that has shaken the American
racing industry, cocaine has been found in the urine samples of

some California race horses.

New York Times, 1996
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Meanwhile: the Second Horse Racing Boom

Oguri Cap’s hero’s journey causes a massive
demographic shift in Japanese horse racing fans




The Undying Power of Famicom
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Normalization = Appeasement
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Coinciding with the
second horse-racing
boom, the first horse
racing simulation game

for famicom releases in
1991

It’s a success and
spawns a decades-long
running franchise



Correlation of Horse Popularity with Game Sales
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The Video Game Indusiry Shifis
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9021: The Third Horse Racing
Culprit
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Uma Musume Pretty Derby: A Game Where Historical
Racehorses Are Human
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Franchise spins out into films, comics, and more




Game revitalizes Japanese horse racing indusiry a
third time






http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jLkxGfqO3p0

Racecourse professionals advocate for the horse girl
game 's recognition

“Now | have my kids’
friends asking me

about what horses | ‘
read in the past and
their victorieg”
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‘S Ta ke, Japan’s most
“ decorated Jockey

“11 definitely
deserves a
cul ture award!” Netkeiba, japan’s/

largest horse
racing publisher



Famous racehorses
increase relevance of
horse racing video
games

Horse racing video
games tangibly
increase relevance of
horse racing
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